
SOLDIERS* BOUNTY LA.NDS,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.Mabcii 9t 1848.

' The SPEAKER announced, usthe subject first for the can-

.deration ot the ll'me, 'he bill reported by Mr. Evass, of

Maryland, from the Committee on Public Land*, to amend an

act entitle.I " An act l<> rait-c for a limited time an additions!
military force, and for filler purposes," approved February 11,
1847, upon which two question* were |>ending, viz. the ques¬
tion on agreeing to the amendment of Mr. Ricm.vriison, of
Illinois, and the question on the mutton of Mr. Gi iidi nhs, that

die bill be committal to a Committee of the Whole on the
state of (he I'nion. * ,

Mr. EVAN'S, of Maryland, who Xvas entitled to the floor,
caused to be reid the 9th section ot the act of the last session
of Congress giving bounty lands to non-commissioned officers,
musician?, and privates in the war with Mexico.
Now, by the construction which had been put upon this

act by the War Department, which the honorable gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Pollock) the other day seemed to

think 'jUt wilci «;?med to him f Mr. E N -

very fair construction, these non-commissioned o/licers, mu¬

sicians, and privates ; no matter how they had distinguished
themselves; no matter how freely thev hid p.ured out iheir
bio-d in Mexico 5 no matter what sacrifices they had made in
leaving iheir country and going into a far distant land ; no

matter by what merit or on account of what service they had
received their promotion, by the very fact of promotion lo-t
their 160 acres, of land This was the decision of the De¬
partment.and a very correct decision he thought it was.
upon this act of the last Congress. Yet nothing could bo
plainer than that, when the sold.er had served his whole term
of enlistment except within a few days, and was promoteJ,
nothing could be more just than they should receive their
bounty lands. As was said by the h morable gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. Richahiisos) the oilier day, there had been
cases where sddiers had actually been compelled to accept
promotions which they would not have done had they known
that such would have been the construction of the Depart¬
ment.

This bill was similar in its character to the bill reported by
^
the Committee on Military A flairs. The bill from the Com¬
mittee on Military Affairs.which the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. Wick) said he drew up.provided substantially for the
very same matter provided for by this bill from the Commi'teeon
Public Lands. They ditlered slightly in their foun. He had
-*en the other bill, ami, from a ore:.:! examinaiionof if, hepre-
terred the bill reported by l.im t': n the Committee on Public
L-inds, and therefore he cou;J n^: co.ssent to substitute the ,

other for this. j ,

The gentleman from Penn.^Ivaaia Mr. Pollock) had ,

spoken of the soldiers of the last war.the war of 1812.and j
inquired why they were not provided for. It was his r

(Mr. E's) impression tha: they were provided ' - 1 "

®ut '' poen provided for,.it should be done [
^

aifjlata bill. H>n ever, he had not intended to occupy (
the tune of the Hous-?, as.d he should conclude with a motion ,
which he intended as no unkmdness tj any one in this House, j
be: for the purpose of l> ingiru the House to a vote on the bill, ,
and thereby doing justice t.» the gallant men who have eerved
their country on the tattle-fields of Mexico. There was no i

reason why the bill should h >t be now passed, and therefore i

he moved the previous question.
The previous question was not seconded..
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said, if he understood

thjs bill; it was designed to give what was deemed a proper !
contraction to a law pu-ei) by the last Congress. He pro-
ceeded further to expla.n what he understood to be the effect !
of the bill it it should be ajyved to, and expressed |he opinion :

that it should be so change! as to confine it to promotions less :

than field officers. He desirtd also to make another amend-
ment, tor the purpose of doing another act of justice whirh

1

had mjj delayed.he alluded to the soldiers of tfce last
war. By his amendment he proposed to give to each non¬
commissioned officer, musician, an I private who was regular¬
ly mu.-terul into the service of the I'nited States as a member
¦>f any vtlunteer company or company of rangers or militia, for |
not less than twelve months' service during the w;ar of 1812,
and received an honorable discharge, a certificate or warrant j
tor one hundred and sixty acres of land. And in the event of ,
the deatn of any ?uch non commissioned officer, musician, or

private, after his di.-chirge and before the issuing of the certi- | ,

ticate or warrant, it should he issued according to the rules j
which govern the de«cen» of bounty land as provided in the
art of February Uth, 1H17. For service of Ism time than a

'

year he wished to make other provision!; for three months'
service he proposed to give a certificate or warrant lor forty i

acres of hnd. J
Mr. McCIiERNAND entreated the gentleman frem'Mis- t

sisj-ippi not to encumber this bill with such a provision as that '
indicated, inasmu h a* it would inevitably defeat the bill it*elt '

Mr. THOMPSON w-u of opinion thai the gentleman from 1

Illinois w Uld v ite fjr t^s bill and for the amendment al-o, 1

abd I* one ot tho last nwn to vote it down.
1

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from Mississippi \
that his amendment was not in order. The pending bill was

declaratory in it* character.it simply prescribed a con«'ruc¬
tion for part of the bill of 1917, whereas the amendment which
the gentleman froin Mi#-i-» ppt prop »sed to offer was of an en¬

tirely different character.
Mr. McCLERN \ND ~iid the gentleman from Mississippi
asked him if he wouhl rot stand side bv fide with that

gentleman in support of a bill t*v give bounty lands to the vo¬

lunteers ot the Ijst war, to that be replied tha! such measures
always re -eived his support, and he was prepared to vote for
such a bill at a proper time, but not when it would have the
effect of strangling the measure now pending.

Mr, 1HOMPSON deniei that his obj ct was to strangle
this measure He Was desirous to co-operate with those who
were evidently si eager to do ju-tice to the In.'rite ions rii'ti
who had served in the Mexican war j but he desired at the
same time to couple with it a provision to do justice to ano¬
ther c!a«s of men who also had strong claims on their country.
However, perhaps it would be more advisable to refer the bill
to the Comrni tee of the Whole on the state, of the I'nion,
wheie it could lie amended so a* to accomplish bis purpose and
toe desire of the friends of this bill. He w,.Uld go further
¦till, and vote to make the bill the special order for some par¬
ticular day,

r

Mr. h\ AN8 beggsd to remind the gentleman that this was
merely a declaratory art: it related to the construc-ion of a

particular act; anl he hoped thr gen leir.an would not em-
barrass it with nny irrelevant motion.

.k^.' n{OMP*°X still insisted that it should be referred,
i! Si?Hr,;,r,^'h7,i c,"kd °ut^

not) ^ ! HO">* which were
not distinctly heard, but thej were un-ieM *#»o be a reitera-
tien of the sentiment, expressed liy bim when this sublet wa«
fast before tbe House, wtach were tben reported 11. ihe Na¬
tional Intelligence.

Mr. MOREHEAD corrected an »rr.n into which the gen¬
tleman frwn Illinois (Mr. Htcnaawaov) had fallen. That
gentleman b-li- ved that if a volunteer died Wore lie reached
tlie seat of military operations he was no entitled to his b>un-
ty lands. 8 jch was the ronatru<.tion put on the law . but,
in antwer to a letter which he wMe to the Seeretarv of War
he had learned that such soldier would t»?w lie emuied to hi-
bounty land.
Some conversation ensued, in which Mr. IIALL Mr

RICHARDSON, and Mr. MOREHEAD took par:
A' Lh 'I"'4"1 had not lisen to in>ke a sp»-ech upon
this bill, but simply for tbe purp.Me of sigge.tn.g an amend,
merit reatn ting its benefit* to officers lielow the grade of field

r
^t " wouW best to restrict the operation

0 tin biii to the lower cades of officers in the a»my.
Mr. RICH AkbSON sud he had no objection to such an

amendment.j|| h wanted was 11 »»t hirmelf right. He w««
not opposed to the bt I ; he wa« atrongly in its favor. He
knew well the need there Wl,s for su h a provision a« it c<»n-

templated. I he ra*e which ha<l been referred to by his col¬
league (Mr. rii»Mes(i> was one which had repeatedlv oc
curred daring the pre e,.t war. Alter the l-.ttle Burn.
Vista they had grat diffirui'y in finding officers for com pa
nies who hal lost every officer in action : because men who
had served in the rai,k*, 8frtj thereby earned their bounty
amis, were unwitting to a .< rpt commiss ons liecause tl ey
wo«M lose their land. The bill ought to pass, but Mr R.
was for limiting its operation in such a manner as to do ius-
.tce to all.

*

Mr. JONES, of Tennrj«ee, advoeat-d the reference of the
Ml, but not to a Comm.t-ee of the Whole on the a ate of the
jnum, which was the worst plvce in the world for perfecting

the deuils of a bills he thought it ,,ahl to ^
mtuee 01. M.hUry Airairs, who wo«ld have itme and orpor-
ttunity maturely to consider the wh-.ls . ,i,je,They w.'ui,
examine the original law a, well . lhf e^natrartipn pu- uik,,,
it at the Pension OH.ee, snd when «hry had maturely d.gUt

^1f̂or " could ,ep irt . suitable bnl to
Uie H-us.. I he original bill int.ifded ,|| ^1<ti«rs and
non-comm.tsioned officers, serving out their tnr.e and getting
° h.rr d"ch'r*:' "houW loanty land , though

«t «*>tained a proviso tha! if they did not .-each the seat of

1 11?, ! n(* C"\"M 10 ili ,l " ''"l
rnought to work injustice and it was rescind .i

«He r.i'i th,>u^t,the W» in shape xrry ol.jection-
.» le, and not likely to secure the object ght ,n repori.ng
who had VJ! r"m.,be WnrJl ,hf Nil that whih- those

field ofricr*' " V.' 'f0,n l',e ranks to the commission of

c. ."w:ul;1,8,t ,hpir kBd-^ ,h°- to be

Who 2 L he.r I ,"U,rn«oU w,>uW ft none.tl,e privates
ZzS2£rxrw?u *etUnd'nh,t' °tbt" wh°

mTevavh- n:xt:iay wnM ***non*
Under itw ? 'hat,was the very thing intended.

Jo^vate.afr '"?r"r* n° '""J .« *». '* given
reef that evil

'J" WM IDfro(,uceJ expressl y |0 cor-

law^in ,'h"1 'hould 'he 4all become a

the Pension (ur "'T' w"ul*' *|,,e ,w« to corurtructions at

li.aatisfactL 7* ! W°U'd OCCM"on ten much
th.^ coml'U,nt ». e*iste«l now. Mo great was

frllM k
T.c*r"',i'', ,rn'>n* company officers who

oountrw #. . 'i ' ?*ny tT"m hi,« portion of the
'soutitry continued to be commanded often by 2d lieutenants

to Ihe end of their term of enlistment. Mr. J. thought the
amendment propoeed by the gentlemani Irom Illiiima, (Mr.
Hicuahiiko*,) which restricted tli»* Lwnefita ol the bill to prt-
vale.- p-oruoted at the actual «k-*i of war, calculated to create
in invidioua distinction, and confine the bounty ol the oov.

eminent to a favored fuw. Some regiiiwuU had gone to the
-eat ol war in companies, and their field officer* weie elected
there : these would get land, while the captiini and lieute¬
nants of their companies would be entitled to none. I he bill
needed to be revised and amended by a committee. He
ihrtnc11 the Government ought to give the bounty to all the ^officer* or :o none. The law in its present shape would pre¬
sent great diifcultte* of conduction, and giva rise to mulu-

,,ht.fl c .mp ain£ ^ Carolina, said it was impossible
that tln> lluae could act on a bill of this character without
doinj, great injustice to one class of persons or another, unless
i, wert deliberately considered and fuliy jnaturwl by a suitable
r immittee. Mr. 11. waefor securing the laud bountv to every
vol until r officer: that would do justice >o nil. He was in
fuvnr hi'no improper and invidious discriminations-

Mr. SMITH, «f Illinois, observed that ho hW not been in
the Wnt »f troubling the House by iemarks of his, hut it

' he represented hire a Congressional district
Jvom^'hwh more volunteers had g-ne to ».«» **r
than from auv other in the whole country, and on that ac¬

count it was fit and proper that he should say a few words on

i bill ot this character. Ii any gentleman doubted the cor-recineiH ot what he had staled, la him go to the record and
he would I'm.l it to lie true; it not, Mr. S. should then be
readv to make to him the amende honorable. His district had
st.nl two regiments to tight the battles of ihe country, and it
.vtt8 |y to send two more if they were needed Mr. a.
might sav, M» relation to his own action in regard to these j
volunteers, that in an eaily stage of the proceedings of Con-
cress in regaid to the war, Mr. S. had given notice of his in

to introduce a bill to provide for the very coses con-Jaineil in the present bill. But before he had had an oppor-
tunitv to bring in the bill4, the Committee on Military Atiatrs
bad reioited one for the tame objects. -

Mr. S. was in favo, of the bill reported from the Military
Committee and also f.oin the Committee on the Public Lands.
He thought that the amendment which had been moved by
his colleague (Mr. Richahiison) was just m its principle : he
went for the distinction it contained ; but certainly it would
be irross injustice lo exclude from the t>enefitot the land l«ounty
private soldu« who fjr merit bad been promote I to commis¬
sions on the field. Mr. 8. concurred in the belief tint the
construction put upon the origina bill at the Pension Officc
was wrong, but he had an amendment which he proposed to
jrter which in its results would confer more benefits and on
nore men than the present bill. It had regard to many Cases
vhich were continually occurring in the new States. A man

vent into the woods and made an improvement on a tract .1
and, and after doing so offered himself as a volunteer and was

ouster, d into the service of the United States. Having served
>ut !.is time he returneJ, but he wis excluded from the benefit
if his labors, because he had not yet been able to collect
nough monev to pay for his land; for Mr. 8. must admit
here were in his dist.ict many persons who went on the pub¬
ic domain and improved a spot for themselves, and thus ol -

ained a Utile home, which they were not able for some time
o enter, though its whale value was derived from their own
ahor. Mr. 8. would like to move it as a new section to the
till; but, as he presumed that would not now be in order, he
vould propose it as an amendment to t'.ie amendment offered
ly his colleague. Ho held it to be proper to allow these sol--
Tiers to enter their land in tracts of eighty and of forty acies,
nd not require them to take their one hundred and sixty
Xres all in a body. Would gentlemen force these bra-e and
aithful men to take all their bounty in woodland or all of it
n prairie ? He presumed not. By allowing, them to enter
t in smaller trad-, the amendment would go to benefit a huti-
Ired men where the bill as it stood would benefit one.
Mr. EVANS'sftid that there was a bill for this very purpose

iow before the Land t'ommiltee.
Mr. SMI TH replied that that was very possible.so there

vere many other bills before the committees of the House
vhich might never 1 -come laws. Mr. S. was for embracing
he piesent mom nf. he wanted this provision, not in the
hape of a separate h i', to l>e reported at some future day,
tut to have it a.Ub-d now as an amendment to a bill waich
vas on the wav to its passage.

, .
¦ !

The CHA1K reminded Mr. Smith that since the offering
,f the amendment of h,s colleague (Mr. Rii-haUpsoV) a

notion had l>eeii made to commit the bill. No further amend-
nent was in order till that motion was decided. 1
Mr. Smith's aui ndiiient was as follows : 1
«' Vnil that the laitd warrants for military service* in the

iresent war with Mcvico, issued in pursuat.ee ot the J.h see-

i«of the act Of February It, lHi7, to ra.se lor a limited
ime an additional mil.Ury lorv.- and tor other purposes mayrftoTted bv the mHiTxiitee or his heir, at law in lorly or
¦irhtv acre tracts, at ai.v land office in the United States, n|»oi..v the public I .nils in s.ieh district subject to private en-
rv Or uiKm ato lauds improved by the warrantee oi bis heirs
tl law, or to ul'.iib o. or their heirs m>> have seci. -d * pre-
toixion right and the provisions ot this lectiou soall apply
io the cases provided tor in this act.

, j\ brief conversation ensued between Mr. HLkLl> and
Mr. SMTTH, of lHiuois.

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, ssid it appeared to hini that
the House did not I-kiW at this mit'e in * correct light. Many j
of them seemed to legird it ss a bill brought in lu re to cover I
a vetv largo num'ier of ta-es. Now the hct was that the bill,
whenever it pis*ed, would not apply to more tffin three or
four hundred casea at most. Its object was only to supply a

defect in the hill of the la-t session . or, more jusl'y, it was a

declaratory art.declaratory of the intent and meinmg of the
act ot the last session, liecause lr.vn the very terms and lan-
(tuatre of that act these very.cases were embraced therein, when L
by the construction o( the Depigment they were put out, and jthereby this bill was tendered necessary.
The m »t;on bid \*ei\ made lo refer thU bill to the Lommtl-

tee on M.iiiarv Affairs. Why, the pro,«»ntion to refer to
another standing committee was no'hing more than a rt flec¬
tion upou the Committee on Public Lands, who had reported
it He w <uld like to know what peculiar and superior right
t ie Committee on Militar/ Allans had to the consideration
of this subject. It related equally to the business of each.
He would like to ask where was the opposition to this
bill» Gentlemen on the other side could reptnach this side
bit'erlv. The opposition was not on the other side. It was

among the Democracy. If tl*re were those who wanted to,
defeat it, let them get up and say so boldly, openly. He
asked, therefore, that the bill might 1* voted upon by yeas

"'This was no extraordinary bill; it was merely declaratory
of the act of last session. It was true that there was a defect
in tt c hill as reported, but it wis a delect which was amply
supplied and provided against by the amendment of the gen¬
tleman from Illinois. He said let this bill pa^i as it stood.
It pr .vided for all the cases for which it intended to provide ;
and let th.se other cases which it was s iught to provide foi
come up in some separate bill. He knew thatevery U-ne they
loa Itila bill to this House with addition il amendments they
en. n.geted the bill iteelf, or rati the n^k of wearying the House
ur.nl V tnoft just and righteous act was sacrifice.) here. He
f f »r :h. and nay», tn«J be hoped that the bill wigut
'ne'sus1 fined and the question taken upon the merits of the bill-
He n i.lers'^od that the Committee on Military AlTtirs had
rrport,. | a biM which was identical with the bill before the
H «e. It ceemed to him, then, that the object of referring it
ba-k to »!ie committee, or ra"her Ui a different committee, was
11 pr !u e delay and to defeat the bill. The bill and smend-
m« t.t. a* they were now presented.as every man could see

ruining them.made ample firovision for granting jos
tie. io ih .ae brave and jiatriotic ci'oen* who had gone to war,
at.il at the tame time effectually guarded the public Treani'y.He all, ,I upon Democrats to sustain it and t.. su«t.in the m.>-

j tio l- »i, ,,jt to mske i for he did not want the W higs to
hsve .»'; he honor <f passing this mrs'ure. He demanded,
the p \.<.i. n. . , - ,Mr. H \*KKLL spjiealed to the gentleman to withdraw his
demand, for a tew moments to allow him to make a few verybrief auage,') which he thought would remove 'he diffi -ul-
tie« under whu h gentlemen lab..rcd with reference to this lull.

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew his mot on on a pledge from
Mr. H. tha1 h' » niId renew it.

Mr. H \>KKLL -aid he thought he had a pro^oo-ionwhich, if th:. H use would adopt it, would enable them to
ilispose of this whole matter intelligibly, sir! in a mam er to
meet the \ ,evt« itf a!|. He held in hia hand a aubstituie tor
the btll, which he had lately drawn up, and which lie wished
to have read tor the informalirxi «»f the House.

[The |.ropi««,| *ub«titoie was read by th# Clerh, and (a"far a* it- provisions were ca'jght by tlie Reporter) simply de-
clar« d that p'i i:>oii ni shou'd In' consulere.1 equivalent to an
'. honor tl .< 'large,' and repealed the proviso in the houn-
ty-land l»w f the la>t session jMr. H. -aid he un leist.Ksl that the great object sought to
he accomplished by this I tll was to give to each officer who
was elec'e ) itier having enli-ted as a private the bounty land*
which w< re .,tr. red ni an indur ement to enlist I he ilecisioti
of the I)e|>trtiiieM . xclud.d the officers. Now, if the hill
which he propo-t-,1 »h »uld I* taken by the House ss a .> il»sli-
lute f»r the bp|l reportnl, it explained the act of 11th Februa¬
ry, IS4*<, an,| op, tat.-d »* a certain and sure guide to the I)e-
|trtnient in mski'ig Its d cision. It covered all cases « it co»
sered th» case ()f ,-vrry individual who had been muster, d into
the service of the I nited States as a private, an I who I ad
been enlise>pntitly promoted.The provi«o whtcl^ this hill |if >po»ed to repeal wa« this.
[He read the pnoiso of the set of the last session, which pr >-
vided that nothing contained in the section shouM be construed
to give bounty land* to such volunteers as had been mustered
into service and discharged without being marched to the «e»i
of battle ] This proviso was manifestly unjust- If the pri-vate was muntered into the service of the I'nited Htatrs ha
might contract disease Ik-fore he marched one mile from the

Cece of rendexvuus; and if he waa taken sick and died before
I reache.1 the scat of war, he died as much in the servi. of

his country «s if he f«ll by the bullets of the enemy. This
proviso was wrong on its very face. The bill which he < lfe,r-
ed coveVed sail cla-ue* of cases, sr»d rendered unnecessary all
the manifold amcodments which had l>een suggested to the
bill under consideration.

Mr. HARALSON made an inouirv /wKiaIi m
«.

"Tft hTsKEU R#P°rteirj) t0 Wh^ paving repfieT "

by renewing ihe demand for iihT.Jliw^quSm' c°"clujtlj

In reply to inquiries by Mew,.. THOMPSON,'of Missis¬
sippi, and NcLANE '

The SPEAKER stated thai (he pre vious question if iUs-

tameJ, would cut oil the motion to refer, and bring the Hoise
« "r:,\',n;r',T:"<>» bSi.
Mr. HOI 81 UN of Alabama, before the question on »e-

eondingthe demand lor the previous question was taken, wish¬
ed to raise a question of o/der, whieh was, perhaps as nerli-
nent here as it would be in any pl1Ce. He did not 'make it,
he re.ua: ked, because he was opposed to the bill It, jn.
tended to v .te for it. It was this : that as the bill made an
appropriation of lands, and in its idternate provision also nude
an appropriation of money, it must, under the rules of the

,. V*'"' a°,10 ltMj ^'nmmeeof the Whole on the state of the
LniOfi, un.e * two-thirdg of the House voted that it abouid i*e
pa.se,I now , and, thia being the case, if ilia previous quesliou
were sustained, would it not-u,stead of bringing the House
to a direct vote upon the amendment, and theVupi. Z
groBMiient of the bill, which would otherwise be the nuiu
7-Atioji.bring ihe House to vote first upon the reference >

The SPEAKER. The Chair wouiu state to the genilemaii
from Alabama and the House, that, in case this bill involved
upon its nee an appropriation of money, the previous uucti.ni
it siM lined, would bring the House to vote upon the r. <err
ence to the Committed of the Whole on the state of tl» l\,i>n.
The Cliair did not, however, regard this as a bill which neces¬
sarily wei.t -o the Committee of the Whole on the state of the
I mon. J here was hardly a bill which came before the House
which did not necessarily involve some expenditure ; vet, if
it did not on its lace contain an appropriation of moiitv, it
was not required to go,to the commitiee. There was no'iule
which icqiiired tint a bill which made an appropriation ol the
public!.nds should be referred, nor was there any prere.lent
for it J he rule, moreover, required that all proceedings
touching the appropriation of money must be first discu^ din
Committee of the Whole on Ihe state of the Union. If this,
then, was an appropriation bill, the whole discussion had >een

ott of order. The Chair, however, regarded this as a ueie

declaratory act, explanatory of the act of last session, giving a

construction to that act contrary to the construction aiwn tb
it by the Department of War. He was, therefore, of ihe opi
mon that if the previous question were sustained it would cut
ort the motion lo refer, and bring the House to a vote, lirst
upon the amendment,' and then upon the engrossment of th6
bid.

Mr. HOUSTON.remarking that he believed that it had
:>een the universal practice oI the House) whenever the public
property was to be appropriated, to refer the bdl to ihe Com¬
mittee of ihe W hole on thestate of the lnion, and that every
consideration which would produce a rule requiring appropria-
1.21* <>f mrm"v 'V M ,hrt Comm tter of the Whole on the

state of the lnion would alsj require * bill appropriating the
public property to go there.appealed from the decision of the
Ltiair.

EPHEXS moved to lay the appeal on the table.

'I'k ^uest'^ri bring taken Was decided in the affirmative.
I he question then recurring on seconding the demand for

the previous question, it was taken, and decided in the nega¬
tive : Yeas 43, navs not counted

i he question then recurred on the r.iotion to refer.
Mr. LMBREE referred, as his apniogy tur troubling the

House with a single remark, to certain instructions which he
ha t lately received from his constituent*. He was in favor of
referring the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state
of the L nion, for Ihe pur}>ose of making some amendments.
He thought that the K>ldiert of the lute war with lireat Bri¬
tain ought to be includtd in this or some other measure of this
kind, and he feared, if ill's bill were brought to a direct vote,
that many gentlemen would vote for it who might not be so

careful to vme for granting the same benefits to those who aid¬
ed in Ihe defence of our country in the war of IS 12. He was

in <avor of referring this bill, and then of making it the special
order for some particular day.

Oentlemen had stited that the reference of the bill was cal¬
culated to create delay. He thought there had ken a delay
ot thirty-ayi years in doing justice to thos. who had exhibit, d
equal valor and equal patrioiism in former times in defence of
their country s honor and rights. By referring this bill to the
Committee of the Whole on the state ofIhe Union the amend¬
ments he desired could be proposed, as well as other amend¬
ments whieh gentlemen might consider necessary to (dace the
to I in its best shape, and they would be broucht lo a direct
vote upjn tbem. He could not conceive wh\ it was that a

'pirit at this time was so clearly displayed in this House of
willingness to n.ake these grants to those who had been or

might be engaged in the present war wi-h Mexico, and of un-'
willingness to render an equal measure of justice to those wly>
Fought in the last war with Great Britain. Thai was a war
with a Power rich in the munitions of wai and in all pecuni¬
ary means : with a Power whose navy made her the boasted
mistress of the se ts. We had then to contend wi:h enemies
in the heart ot our country, and our biave «M'»ers then dis-
played as much valor in meeting them and driving ihem rom
our coasts aa had been exhibited in the present w< r, and itap
peared t i htm that the same kind and juat siMrit st.oild be
mantfes ed towards both cla*spa of our citizens.

IVr t - se reasons he was in favor of the referent# to ihe
offimiuee of the Whole on the state of the Union, >ud of

makn g it the special order for an early day.
The question being taken, it was defied in tl: affir¬

mative. .

Mo 'lie bill and amendments were referred to tbeConmiitoe
ot itie U hole on the state of the Union.

RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS.
Mr. HI X I ni ite.l that the House do now procee to the

coruideratmn of the business on the Speaker'stable. Agreed to.
I he first subject taken up was the message of th- I'resi-

'»e I nited States returning to the House of Kei re-
seiitativcs the bill to provide for continuing certain v .rks in
the leinton of W i^onsin and for other purposes, nith his
.ti'jecii »ns t .r withholding his approbation of the sa ne.on
WUieh two questions were pending, viz : Mi. Wijitv.mitii's
motion to refer t > the Committee on Commerce, »t.d Mr.
'tV 'Viv".1',n.to r, ^r to a select committee.
Mr. \ I.N I*ON withdrew his motion to refer toas..|(C- com¬

mit ee, and the question recurred on the motion to rtfer to
tiie t.vinmittee on Commerce.

Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, who had the.*1 orfrom
a day I >ng miicc past, when the sulject was last btiore the
II >i.-e commenced by observing th.(, prior to taking up the
sul -ct which he intended to discuss at the present time, it j
might not be inappropriate to submit a few remarks, and the*

:r: i
' Ve7 . wn n *ul'^ct mtimauly conne. t d with

the rnikmg of appro,K.ations for ihe improvem.nt , rivers
and harbors. He referr.d to the question of the tariff. He
leea, fZ 5' full-,r ,hf of that q lestion,
because it bad been already ably diseu-sed by several gentle-
nien on this H >or, and particuftrly by his colleagc, (Mr
«hkh 1 eTh?HhU"l' * hy ,h' "lluMon-) But lt" >1'-trict

.e h be ha I the honor to represent on this flw *a> dor n|.

«d Vl^' qUeif, ,"of lh- of Americi 'al,or !
the » I T? CTal- ThFy ,h»'. notwithstanding
\'nJV^rVlT'i 'ir r, Ur"r °f ,9ifi' tbe «'«'f-ldoned

th,l>Ze!,'l V !'e.l to |ir ,rnote
the r f rr. ami lhp merest* of the whole country , m|, «r.
eord ngjr, si a reont county convention held in the county
r!.l »

' ',r T'Vorr were «"'»? »n Congrcse to
1 al he.tariff ot 1816 and re,lore the tiriffot I«42 He

r. arretted that he had not ihe .,nt, r i,. r.VJ »? .*. <

tb.,M> re. .I..-;..r,. r . i ¦ ,.
f r '"Jore him containing

con.il^,ion
WJ.he , a rill of 1n|6 oiuht to Up re|e«M, ami ,h" tariff'

Sr.-tLafjKSj -^
*

Mr. BLW.NM.K rose an.l said Ihe questiot. . he under-
moo* t, was on the veio message .| the Pre.A,,t fellSS,
lo the improvement of rivers and UrW\ ; but , g^nTlemsn

..TH'ufiS,"" ». fntl.mtn
Mr. HAMPTON said, if they proceeded t' l

pri ,t,. ns for the implement of rivers and hs,
' J ""'Ti

he necessary to look to the revenue whence the *'n , "l
lie expenditures for that purpose must be ,k.? n
Iheref .re, was a question aHedinj the tar,H , ,1

cresting a revenue. «.J hc ^£
o/der, to express his opinio,, that the tariff ar mT if i?
were suUt.tu.ed for the act of 184«, wouk ,jr.i!h imi le
means for Ihe purpose.

nmllr

';t,v z!"t *

time smce by a gent emsn orr the other side of :| . Ho.. frr,m
the city of New Yo,k, (Mr. Nii ou,) whoa l,\ ifZ Wh «
memlM-rs of Ibis IIout would have the bold#. , ,

' lh? *
on the question ol prole, t,.n or free trade > Y .,'T7L I hn
was not authorized t« spr.k for his brethren be was JUlr
Zi"tWnthl^frT1 T U,e 'T °f hm r ""Muents, to
meet them there or elsewhere on the que^ti,, tho Droiee-

of°fri reZr'CTK,",UM7' °f ĥumbug
of free trade. I he gentleman from New YY,lt ^,#-,1 ibai ».

r:r^tr °frpr,rt',ct,,'r",nd ,,irfc« "^anon. h.».s
in favor of the latter. In so many words, !» w.. in e,vor ,,r

.ISS?:... r (i""'M'- ,?¦'1 *,|"1
gentleman for myrelf and my constituents, .Mi i m-v ..f.i.
say for the H,.. whieh I have the honor in plrt to reV^eM
L n'«°n, n' 01 r',eC!"n °r ,Hr"' 'station, they
ui . irnn'T ^s" W^re !£** hs" her very

KSl\(OUnt°"th: 'Ui* oi Foteetlon, for it i.

Sits rr; itw'" ^ f"un,, °n * v"*.-
STlA" u

own cii(z»ns in opp^,,,^, * the pau.
per labor of Great Britain. The people that I have tbe honor

j to represent have been taxed until (hey aw unable to bear taxa¬
tion any longer. But what will be the effect of a system of
direct taxation 011 her ? Why, if the revenues of this Gov¬
ernment are to be raised by a direct tax, her proportion of ihe
amount will be none six million* of dollars^ which she must
rai*e by direct taxes on her citizen*

But, sir, I did not rihe for the purpose of discussing this
question. I propose to discuss, for a short time, with the in¬
dulgence of the House, the question of appropriations for the
improvement of rivers and haibors. On that subject, sir, I
shall spend a few minutes, and but a few, on the questioi/of
its constitutionality. That has been denied by the President
in his message ; and I regret that I have neither the time nor
the ability to take up that message, item by item, and examine
and refute it, as 1 would do, high as the authority that asserts
the doctrines which it contains may bo. The argument of
the President is, that it ia unconstitutional to make appropria¬
tions for the improvement of harbors and rivers. But I pre¬
sume I need not go into a discussion < f that question at all
for this House has vetoed the President's veto itself- We have
already puaccd on thit question, and 1 doubt not a large mid
overwhelming maj trity of this House is ready at any lime to
decide it constttulionui to mako appropriations for that purpose.

But, sir, I propose to submit a few remarks on that subject
before 1 proceed to the discussion of the propriety of making
appropriations for objects of the kind contemplated. Prior to
the formation of thia Union, I would like to know if any gen-
tlcinan will deny that the States possessed power to make ap-
propriations for the improvement of rivers and haibors
within their respective jurisdictions' Well, if they possessed
that power, what has become of it > Did they surrender it to
the General Government, or did they retain it, or is it lost*
One of these three propositions must lw true. It is admitted
on all hands that the States do not po-sesa it without the au¬

thority ol Congress. The President h;ts stated in his message,
and the constitution proved, that the Slates cannot levy a duty
on tonnage without the consent of Congress for that or for
any other purpose. Well, if the Suites cannot do it without
the Consent of Congress, I should like to know if Congress
cannot do it without the consent of the States. Does the con¬
stitution provide that Congress must ask the States if they
will make such appropriations for purposes of this kind »

Not at all. Suppose Congress should refuse to grant the con¬
sent of which the President speaks, have the plates the
power to levy a duty on tonnage Where then is the power
to make these appropriations and to levy this duly on tonnage ?
It is nowhere. No power possesses it if Congress refuses its
conscnt; for the Stales cannot do it without Congress, and
Congress refuses to grant its consent. But, sir, I would like
for a moment to call the attention of gentlemen to the provi-
sions of the constitution. The 10th section provides that
" No State slmll euter into any treaty, alliance, or confeder-

atton ; grant letters of marque and reprisal jcoin money ; emit
bill* of credit; make any thing but gold and silver coin a ten-
dee in payment of debt*; pass any bill of attainder, expost
facto law, or htw impairing the obligation of contracts, or grant

any line ni noouuy.
"No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any

imposts or duties 011 imports or exports, except what may be
absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws; and the
nett produce of all duties and imports, laid In any State on im¬
ports or exports, shall be for the use of the Treasury of the
United States; and all such laws shall be sul.ject to the revi-
sion and control of the Congress."

Here the power is unconditional and unqualified But may
not Congress consent that the State of Pennsylvania, or .Mas-
sachusetls, or South Carolina shall muke her own tariff in
her own way > Unquestionably it may,' under the same pro¬
visions of Ihe constitution which authorizes Congress to consent
that States mny levy a duty on tonnage. I ask gentlemen
why they single out the duty on tonnage, when that subject ia
but one of many which are embraced in the same general pro¬
visions ? The clauses of the constitution which make provi¬
sion 011 the subject of .< imposts or duties on imports and ex¬

ports" also provide that no tonnage duty shall lie imp«*ied but
with the same sanction of Congress. The words are :
" No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any

duty of tonnage, keep troops or ships of war in lime of peace,
enter into any agreement or compact with another State, or
w ith a foreign Power, or engage in wj-, unless actually in*
vaded, or in such imminent danger as will not admit of'delay."
Why then, I repeat, are we called upon to single out one

particular power that may be exercised by Mates with the con-
sent of Congress,.leaving all other powers to lie exercised by
Congress 1 W hy, the President tells you you have no power
to make appropriations for the improvement of rivers and har-
bors with one breath, a id with the next hf tells you that you
ha*e that power if you chose to exercise one of the powers
granted by the const.tution with the consent of Congress.
W ell, how is this matter ' Has Congress the power to con-
*. nt that the States shall levy duties on tonnage, and has she
not the right to exercise that power henelf' lias Congress
the power to declare war> Undoubtedly it lus. But has
it the power to consent that a State may wage war > Who I
ever heard it pretended for a moment that Congress ddes not
possess the power to declare war and to keep troops and ships
in time of peace 1 V\ ho ever heard it doubted for a moment '

And yet these powers are placed in ihe same category with
that of levying duty on tounage. If Congress does not pos¬
sess the (lower to levy a duty on tonnage ai.d to improve har-
bor* and rivers, then Congress does not po-sess the power to
keep ships in time of peace or to declare war 5 and perhaps i
the Pres.dent bo thought when he br. ught on this Mexican
wnr himielt. Perhaps that was the reason why he did not

apply to Congress to declare war, and, Jackson like, " took
the responsibility." '

Now, I say we should either exercise this whole power in
a judicious manner, for the good of the whole people of these
L nited Mmiea, of give bark to the various States the power on

these different subjects which they postered before the Union.
Hill you split up these powers, and apportion them amongst
the Hutes » It i« impossible. You cannot do it.

Hut, sir, the President tells us further that we may go on
and improve rivera and harbors hy miansof this tonnage duty.
I ask bow this ia to be done * Here is the State of. Pennsyl-
van a, for instanrr : how is ahe to improve the Ohio river, i
which is beyond l:cr borders ' Here are Pennsylvania, Vir¬
ginia, Ohio, Kentucky, and Illinois, all interested in the im¬
provement of the Ohio river. Suppose Pennsylvania were

permitted by law to levy a duty on tonnage, where would she
ex|»eiid her money > How is the Ohio river to be improved
by that ' Here is the State of Ohio on the one aide and Vir¬
ginia on the other. V\ e arc told 'hat two States may enter
into an agreement for that purpose i but they cannot do it.
I he constitution forbids States to enter into any compact.
"No Suae shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confedera¬
tion, is the language of the constitution. Out, if you remove
that difficulty, what then 1 If Ohio agrees, Virginia may disa¬
gree. If Kentucky consents, Illinois may not do so. How,
t»»en, are you to improve your heritors and rivers ' I mention
these a* instances to show the difficulties which present them¬
selves, for we have rivers passing through many States. The
thing is impossible.

N\ ell,"sir, if you have no power to improve these rivers and
harbors.if you have no power to rertiove a rock or a sandbar
or a snag, which in the West are known as " Polk Stalka ".I
should like to know how you get the power to erect lighthouse*
and to place buoys to point out the dangers ofnavigation on the
*eacoai-t, and to put up mirks for the guidance of murinera '

Where do you derive your powei ' How doea it come to paa*
'that you pass law . regulating the number of longboats and
steamboats, and give tokens or siens to the boatmen that
they may know which coarse to steer and which to avoid ?
W hTe do you get that power ' If you have no control over

the Western rivers at all, if yon have no power to impiovc
them, where do you get your power to erect costom-hou«es,
and take money from the pockets of the steamboat owners be¬
fore you allow them to sail on those rivers ' or to legislate ai
all on the subject of steamboat navigation, imposing heavy
penalties for not having longboats, water-buckets, lights, Ac.'
In my cily of Pi:tshurg the President appoints custom-house
officers, and there he lakes money for licenses for boats to run

on the river, and inspectors of engine*. But this is not regu¬
lating commerce in the sense contended for by the President.
He takes money for a license to rgn on that river, over which
he says he has tift control. I ihiHiid likp to know what right
he has to send custom-house officers there to take our m^ncy,
if he has no business there.if he has no control over them
whatever. What right have you to collect duties from our

owner* of steamlmats, and put it into the.treasury of Ihe Uni¬
ted Mtntcs, if those rivers are exclusively within the jurisdic- I
lion of the Stales, and if Congress has no control over them '

That right is founded alone on the assumption that these
rivers ore great national highways, open to all the citizens of
the I nited Stales. As far back as 1787 it was expressly de¬
clared, by an ordinance of Congrats, that all these Western
rivers.the Mississippi and all its tributary streams.are pub- j
lie highways, and free and open to all citizens of the United
Stit«a. Its language i*, th-»t "the navigable waters leading
into the Mississippi and fit. Lawrence, and Ihe carrying places
Iretween the same, shall lie common highways." Now, if
the Central Government has |>ower t » declare that these
streams are public highways, ami thai all the citicens «.f the
I nitid States have the right to pass and repass upon them,
I should like to know if it has not committed itself to ke^p
these public highways in repair ' It is that fact that enables
In* (feneral '»overnrnent to take tell on these waters, to e'ect !
eustrwn houses, and to receive money for licenses. It is be¬
cause they hova declared them to be highways, free and o|ien
f t all Ihe ci'ixen's of these United Statea. And as the 8tites
have surrendered their power to the General Government, it
is hound in good faith to carry out the power for the general
good of the whole. r

Hut the friend* of these improvements, sir, h ¦*« been
charged with a violation of the constitution. We have been
told that Congress has no power to make appropriations, for
such improvements. From whom does that allegation come '

From the President of the United Slates and his party. Not
all his party, a.r, for a portion at least of them who occupy
seats on this floor have come up and sustained the right of
Congress to make these appropriations. I he President talka
about stnet construction of Ihe Constitution. In one of the
closing paragraphs of his celebrated veto message he says:

.11 tom,w *.».' inveati-
gat.on ot this subject has impressed me more strongly than

I!! J .1 ?T B0n,"*'l0n th"« «.»* usefulness and per¬
manency of thu Government, and the happiness of the mil- j

lions over whom ii spreads in protection, will be beet promoted "by carefully abstaining from the exerci»e ot all power* not
clearly granted by the constitution."

Yea, air, " carefylly abstaining from the exercise of all
powers not clearly granted by the constitution!' 1 hat all
sounds very well, air. If the President's piactiee was only m
accoidance with his faith, he would be an exemplary states¬
man, indeed. But I would like to propound to his excellency
two or throe questions "on this subject. I would like to kuuw
in what clauso of the conatitution he finds power to annex a
foreign Government to this Union f I would like to know in
what puit of the constitution be finds power to extend our
laws over China ' And yet he recommended in his annual
message that our laws should be extended over a potUon ol
China. The President would confer an obligation on me and
on this House if, under hi* rule of strict construction, he would
point out the acction and paragraph of the constitution whence
he derives that power } I would like to know, loo, whence he
derives his power to authorize a suivey of the Doad Sea
would like to know whence he derives his power, after he has
conquered by the arms of this Union a neighboring republic,
or even portions of its territory, to establish a system of civil
government there ' Yet, sir, by a single dash of the same
pen that wrote the passage which 1 have just read, our reve¬
nue laws are extended over the republic of Mexico. I should
like exccedinglay well to hear from the President, or from
some friend of his on this floor, whence the President derives
his power to establish a system of civil government in I\ew
Mexico, or California, or Tamaulipa*, ot Coahuila, or Santa
Fe ; or to authorize a survey of the Isthmus of lehuantepec
What is the object of the survey of that isthmus
says a gentleman near me, it is for the purpose of making a
canal oi a railroad. I suppose it will be a canal.
8o then the President derives power from the constitution

to go into the territory of a sister repnb''c conquer it, and
then go to work to make canals there, while we are told we
have not power to iinpiove the grtiat highways that nature
has made in this country, aiul which are laid down on our
maps. Why, it wo.uld seem from this haity review of the
subject that the constitution was made for the benefit offoreign
nations, and not of this country. Every thing that tends to
benefit the people of this country is unconstitutional, while alt
that is calculated to benefit foreign trade and foreign nations is

perfectly constitutional. When our fore'athers framed this
sacred instrument they weje egregtiously in error, if this con¬
struction is true. They thought they were adopting a form
of constitution which would be beneficial to the people of this
country. That opinion was shadowed forth in the preamble:
«« We the people of the United States, in order to form a

more perfect union, establish justice, ensure domestic tranquil¬
lity provide for the common defence, promote the general
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and
our posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution for the
Unifcd States of America." But that was all a mistake and
a delusion. Our forefathers were making and establishing a
constitution for the benefit of foreign nations, and for the wel¬

fare ot other countries.
. ,He went on to inquire it it was possible that such an in¬

strument could have been framed by the makers ol the con¬

stitution, and by any fair interpretation be susceptible of being
80

Gentlemen msv talk about the constitution as much as they
will, but, as was not inappropriately said in jest by the gen¬
tleman from North Carolina, (Mr. >) .you have n0
constitution. Has the constitution ever stood in the way ot
the party now in power } Has it prevented any thing w ic i

the President and his parasites have thought proper to carry
out ' All power is now vested in the dominant party ; anil
so long as that party shall continue to reign, whatever does
not square with the views and purposes of the party is uncon¬
stitutional ; while, on the other hand, whatever they wish to
accomplish, be it what it may, is all perfectly constitutional.
All the powers of this Government are rapidly concentrating
in the person of the President. Gentlemen talk about the
Baltimore resolutions and about not paralyzing the will of the
people ; but what is it that the President can ask that he has
not always got, so long as he had a majority in this House
Whst great measure, whether ot a financial or of any other
kind, has not bee n first originated by the President or by one
of the heads of Department who have been selected to do his
pleasure > I detest, 1 abominate and abhor this one man pow¬
er. I am utterly opposed to a consolidated government.
What honeyed language do we not hear on this subject from
gentlemen on the other fide ? How eloquently t .ey can e e-

ctaim against the threatening dangers of a consolidated^ gov¬
ernment ; vet what else is our Government at this hour All
power, the'whole Government, is row virtually in the Presi¬
dent, and he wields and exercises it just as he pleases, bet
a man have the boldness to differ from his views and let him
have the timeriiy to avow that dilference on this floor, and he
is denounced in the Union before the next twenty tour hours.
Forthwith he mu*t walk the plank. He had but one alterna¬
tive, either to stand on the platform with the Executive or to
be pushed into the sea. And that is not consolidation Cer¬
tainly not: consolidation > not at all. Measures are wil.ed
by the President and the President is elected by the |e .pie.
urgo, whatever measure, he wish.s are the measures of the
people, and his will is the will ol the people. 1 hat is the ar¬

gument. But I go tor a truly popular Government: bv whir h
I mean a Government in which all great measures ol public
policy origit ate with the people themselves.

Hut time wilt not allow me to dwell longeron this question
of the constitutionality of the bill. Sutler me on this paint to
read a short extract from a letter addressed by a very distin¬
guished gentleman, to whom I presume gentlemen will not ob¬ject as a htgh constitutional authority;. I refer to the letter of
Col. Benton. What does he say I will read it for the
he nefit of our friends ove r the way:

.' The lake ar.el river navigation (Af the Great West '"pro¬
mote which the Convention it culled, Tery early had a shaf-e ot
my attention, and 1 never ha.l a doubt ot ih- constituunnal'ty

o'^euobi'«* »' IT-"'.1|importance." .
,A Voice. "That will not he admitted as goou authority

"

Mr H. Possibly it may not be now : for they change
their principles'so often that one can scarcely tell what they
are it once was good authority.

I propose now to call the House to the importance, neces¬

sity, and propriety of appropriating money, and that with no
¦tinted hand, but to an extent commensurate with ^he mag¬
nitude of the great interests involved, to the improvement of
our western rivers.

t ,i rhall be forced to confine my attention to aome ot the
great li.inls in the Mississippi valley, and unw. lingly to omit
a reference to the trade ol the great lakes, and the P'OP'" y
of improving the lake .harbors. Other gentlemen who will
follow me will do ample ju.tice to that subject. Ii I say
nt thing now on that pa.t ol Hie subject, it is i,ot because I do
not most ardently desire to see th *c great interests legard d
and provided for as they deserve to he s but m> tune is limit¬
ed, and I fesr 1 shall not have opportunity to say^ haIf I de^sued and intended. I refer gentlemen on that subject to the
report of ihe Chicago Convention, and to the oiBcia survey
of the lakes by our topographical engineers submitted daring
th.s present session.

. « > . IWhat it the extent of the great Mi-sissippi valiey
It is a vs<t fertile valley extending from the sources of the

Mississippi in the north to the Gull of Mexico in the south
<mkTfrom the Alleghahy Mountains on the east to the Rock)
Mountains in the west.

Butvesterdsy this vast region was an unbroken wilder-
n»«t, now it embraces eleven entire States, with pert.i «¦!
two others, and two Territories. It cmtam- aU.ut 1,M4£00square miles, or 768,000,000 of acres.more than ten times
at large as the kingdom of Grest Br.tain-conta.mng apopu
I.'ion ol nearly IS,000,000, equal to that of al he^Atlan¬tic Ststcs, and nearly »qual to one half the P«H»l,on ol

kingdom of Great BriUin-Mfl/ l*ing 27,830 105.
Cast your eyes into the future for a period of only six y

years, and suppose the populsttou to incresse in the same
rati. of the past sixty yetf, (doubling every ten years,»
Ihe end of that perioel you would see spresd over this ter-
tile valley, if capable of su«!aining them, more ihan six Hun¬
dred millions of lumen beings ! Make every reasonable e e-

duction in this calculation, and your children now living wil
see the population of this valley equal at feast to that of_1nholn of Europe. " Europe eom| rises 61 imfe^ndentH ate ,

. of tliese 3 are empires/ 16 kingdoms, 7 grand duchie ,

. electorate, 11 duchies, 1 bndgraviste, 11 * !
« lordship, I ecclesiastical Mate, and 9 republics.
Istion ot the whole is about two hundred

billableWhat is the length of the navigable and of h
rivers in this great valley > On this subject permit me to
duote from tbe same authoiity ami from the same documen
I rn 'sn Col. Benton's l.tter to the Chicago Convention :

«« Manv years sgo th-- late .Governor Clarke and my self on
dertook to calculate the extent of the boalHtdewateem the
vallev ot the Mississippi we made it sbejut . (»,< .

,were cmputed to .mite above !'
90 000 below. Ot course, we eoiinted all tjion which s fl««, a keel, or a batt,an coe.ld be flatted.
lv i for ev ry tributary, ot'lhe humblest hosts d' < .

help* to swell not only the volume ol the centra wa e ,

of the commerce upon them."
An olfcl.1 .'».« lb. I"t«> .<*steamboats nt 1«,<>00 miles. The naviga ion of these in an* *

.' these mighty f vers. i« obstructed by r^ks, snsgs. sand¬
bars, and falls, i'hry nerd the fosteimg han^"to make them, what nature- designed 'hem «

arteries of this immeise region of country, along "

flow, fiee and BOobO'U. ted, its co...merce, itsegncultursl pto-
dncts, it* miner iU, Mid its manufacture*.

.. lf)We invoke the ft-teringhaml the
improve the navisation of these great nations *

.\Z in««- fc li' ililjr Of l.rin.n, th. " Iof tbe country to a market. We have no the v«* £vmnt»ges erijoyed by our I'rethren on the Atlantic or °

We are shut in tet*e«. two vast chains of mountains ^butwe lielieve our Gnvernment has the power£.efit so greatly needed, and we ell on it to exert that power
. And here let me invite the attention of '

increase of the commerce and agricalture of thi great y,

S5?BI'S" a"toob,lung an<1 ,lmo't increJib,e"

In.Un !i7,( Veil,,#1 which n*vi«aUd our streams waa the frail
' C1oni,truc,«J bark. Thu sort of vehicle ha-

ha* acarceT^Xd h?*!hd 1,
'd' lhough tbe Inditt" war-whoop

ulrou.lv <. iL.tjL i
bosom of our forests, thew rivers are

ill.-\l" i*, the lurgest size. Next camehe Mackinaw boat, carrying from 1,500 pound* to three tons .

wtra
we e cLmllln j?~ril*r three ,o four montha
were consumed »n making a t"p ff°m New Oilcans to St.
l.ouis. In 1819 tho voyage occupied a steamboat tweutv-
seven daya. Now it is accomplished in lew than four d*ys.1 he annual exports from the lower part of the Mississippivalley f,,r the year 1803 amounted to about $U 100 000 and
the imports to about *2,500,000. For the year 1846 .he re

TfftfSJf Kirn7ltNeW °flin'. *
,u.ir .

' wtien ,,eam WJ* fif»i introduced
upon the Mississippi, the whole commerce, from New Orleann
to the upjter country, waftransported in about twenty baroes
of an average of 100 tons each, and making one trip iiTa
year. 1 he number of keel boats on the Ohio was about 160
carrying thirty tons each. The whole tonnage waa estimated
at between 6,000 and 7,000 tons.

In 1836 (a period of nineteen years) tho number of stdlm-
boats on the Mississippi and its tributaries was 310, and their
tonnage 38,000.
In lts-10 the number of steamboats was 285.tonnage 40,800

lt**2 do do 450 do.. .90,000
18*3 ^do 672....do.. 134,400

,1®** du do 686... .do.. 144,150
1845 do. do 789... .do.. 159,713
1816 do do 1190... .do. .249,050
1847 do do. aBout 1200

I he value of the property transported in 184-7 was
Western produce shipped to New Orleans.. $84,912,810
Produce shipped from port to port for home

consumption 90,000,000
shipped Uirough Pittsburg and the canals for

the waters of the Ohio and Mississippi 84,000,000
Total value of produce shipped $258,915,810

It is estimated that the foreign merchandise, coin, bullion
and other articles received in exchange amount to the same
sum. J he value of the property, then, shipped on the Missis-
sippi and its tributaries would amount in one year to the sum
of say #600,000,000; a sum far cxcefiding in value all our
commerce with foreign nations.

ih^i^A. 1 T'JX permiUed 10 notice particularlyhe trade, Ac. orMbe Ohio river at its head.the city of Pitts¬
burg. (For this I am indebted to Mr. Bigham:)
Steamboah belonging to and built at the port of Pittsburg
r io,< .** apfmrs hUthe books "f the collector. ¦

®

In 1844 there were built and enrolled 44, tonnage 7,034 tons '

Sift ' d° 45, 5,815
!6do 53, 8.?94

1 847do 55, 9,353

, _
197 30,596

1 ho whole number ol steamboats belonging to the port of
Pittsburg, on the 1st of January, 1849, was one hundred and
nine ? t^ total tonnage of this port on the same day was
28,000 tons
The cost of building and fitting out steamboats on the

\\ eslern rivers .averages £80 per ton. Hence the original
SJVlO 000

l0,"nage °f lh" P0"' at ?80 P®r ton« would be

As time will not permit me to go through all the details, I
must content myself with showing the increase of trade and
travel by contrast. Thus, from the Ohio river
In 1843, steamboat arrivals, 1,707, tonnage 165,:«17 tons.
In 1847, «. " 3,178, " 372,465 "

Thus it will be seen that in four vears the travel and tiade
on the river has been doubled.
To carry out the lust year more fully it will bhow the fol¬

lowing result :

Steamboat arrivals 3,178 Tonnage 372,165
departures.. 3,178 «« 372,462

744 950
Add one-third over custom-house measurement 248,310
I- lat and keel-boat arrivals 761, tonnage 20,730

1,013,970
This is the entire Unnage of the Ohio river landed at the

port of PitUburg.
About ten millions of bushels of coal from the Monongahela

and about seventy-five millions of feet of lumlter from the Al-
leghany river descend* the Ohio'every year.
From these statistical details, which rest on the highest au¬

thority, it will appear that the internal commerce of our great
W estern valley amounts in value to double that of the foreign
commerce ol the country. Vet, notwithstanding this well
authenticated tact, while we send ambassadors, charges, and
consuls to ail the countries of the world and maintain Herts in
every sea ; while we spend millions on millions lor the pro¬
tection of foreign commerce, not a dollar is expended to aid
tills great commercial interest of the people of the Mississippi
valley. We do not complain of what you do for the foreign
commerce of the country : it i« all as it should be : what we

complain of, and justly, is that we, with a commerce double
ui amount, get not a dollar for ours.
We are taxed to sustain this Goverument; we fight your bat¬

tles. I know not h »w many men may hare g >oe front the
district of the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Smith) over the
way, but I do know that five companies were mustered in the
city of Alleghany alone, whose numbers, accoiding to our
latest accounts, have dwindled down stf that the average dimi-
nuuon averages twenty-four men from each company. We '

bear your burJens ; we sustain your armies ; we pay your
taxes s and all we ask in return is the fostering hand of our
own Government to protect so vast an intereat as I have stated.
Nor do we beg this as a favor. No the West asks no fa¬
vors, as siie shiiuks from no responsibilities. We demand it
as our right.

Mr. Hampton's hour here expired, and the floor was ob¬
tained by-

Mr. MAW \ CR, of Ohio, who raid he had not risen to de¬
bate the bill, or lo make a speech on that or any other subject,
(not even the Presidency.) He thought we" had had quite
enough speeches on the subject { the sul ject was well under¬
stood on all hands. He had risen to move the previous
question.

After a brief conversation as to whether the previous ques¬
tion should be put now or iu the motning, it was agreed, as
the hour wss late, to defer it till to morrow.
And thereupon, at past 4 o'clock, the House adjourned.

FINIS AND HAI<K OLI) PAINTINUmT
A 1 AI.O'jUE, embracing many choice Pictures of the

"I" .«»d modern German, Ifcitch, Flemish. Italian, and
French schools, hat been placed in our hands for nslr bv a gen¬
tleman recently from Europe, who aelected the greater part
of thrm for hit own gallerv, but who now, wishing to realize
money for tile purpose of baying lands, hat authorized ut to
tell them at low prtaea.
Many of these Paintings are from the Lett old and modern

masters of merit, and are well worthy the attention of persona
purchasing pictures. TYNDALE St .MITCHELL,
mar 10.3m tf|9 Chestnut St., Philadelphia.

WILLIAM DOUGLASS,
Attorney at Law,

H onvi/le, Cooper County, Mixtouri.

ANY business entrusted to him in this or any of the adja¬
cent counties will he promptly attended to.

Kxrra to.
John F. Clarke, No. IS, Old Slip, New York.*
William B. Tjson, Baltimore.

JasJ"s°Wheat, j Wh«"»S
Charles L. Strong, Cincinnati. roar 4.cp3m
BRILLIANT 1 OTTftttlKM FOR MARCH.

J. W. MAIJKY dt C (>., Manager*.
VIRGINIA STATE LOTTERY,

For endowing Lei tburr Academy, and for other purposes.
Class No. II, for 1848.

To be drawn in Alexandria,Ya , Saturday, 18th March, IIH.
66 numbers.13 ballots.
spLKnnrn «ehkmr..

I prize ot f.10,000
1 do lo,ouo
1 do 5,000
I do .a,500

I priies of. $3,0*0
I do 8,000

10 do I,UK)
15 do 400

Ac. Ac <Vr.
Tirkets * 10.Halves .Quarters $2.50.

Certificate of package of 22 whole tickets $100 00
Dodo 22 half* do 50 00
Dodo 22quarter do 25 00

?38,823, nctt §50,000.$23,529.$11,764.
100 prizes of #1,000 are $100,000.
VIRGINIA STATE LOTTERY,

For endowing Leetburg Academy, and for other purposes.
Clsss 12, for 1848.

To be drawn at Alexandria, Va., Saturday, March 25, 1841.
iruxnin *an nn u schkmii.

I priae cf. f Neti #JO,(IOO). $5S,*23 5.1
Vett $20,<.' prile of (Nett #20,000) 23 529 41

1 prize ol (Nett $l0,tD0) 1^764 70
2 prise* of $5,<W
2 do 4,000
* do 3>(Wo

2 prizes of.... if2,412 OS
100 do 1,000
1*5 do 500

Ac. &c. Ac.
_.
numbers.1.1 drawn ballots.

Tickets #16.Halves $7 50.Quarters J3 7/V-Eighths 1 87.
CeniPcates of packages of 26 whole tickets $2iM) 00

Dodo 26 half do 100 1)0
do W quarter do 50 OO

.
1>n do 26 eighth do 25 00

Orders for tickets and shares and certificates of paekafas Hi
the above Splendid Lotteries will receive y»e most prompt
attention, and an official account of each drawing sent imioc-

iistely after it is over to all who order from us. Address
J. N C. MAURY,

Agents for i. W, Msury I* Co., Managers,
m*r . Alexandria, Virginia.


